
DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING

AN OFFER OF RESOURCE FOR YOUR MINISTRY
     Because I have no intention to copywrite the following material, other churches or individuals
 that would like to copy it or even edit it for their own use are free to do so.  I would trust that it
 might be used more extensively this way for the glory of God.   (See more at the very end.)
     The following material was originally designed to be used with a small group, or one-on-
one  discipleship.   Because I am putting it on a website, I am generally including underlined
answers to the questions.   Though it can be beneficial for someone to go through this material on
their own, it would still be better to have an experienced teacher cover it with them.  There is much
additional material that a teacher could add, and there will be places that further explanation should
be given.  Various students will have various questions, and it would be beneficial to have a
teacher that one can bring their questions to.  Because each section of this material can stand on
its own, and because the answers to most of the questions are provided here, people that would
like to join a group of people that have already begun and have well progressed into the study of
this material (having already been meeting for a number of weeks or months), can easily fit right in,
and catch up at their own rate.
    For those of you that are attending Sun City Community Church, or are living in Las Vegas, and
 are interested in going over this material with a group of 6-12 people, let me know and we will see
 if we can find a home and a time in which we can all meet together once a week to go over this
 material in a provided notebook form.    Glory to God.                                  Pastor Greg Merrill
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SECTION 1



PURPOSE STATEMENT

       It is not the intent to make you the disciple of an imperfect human, but to guide you into
becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ, God in the flesh.  The purpose of going through the following
material is to give you a balanced amount of information from the Bible, relating to the different
areas of the Christian life, that will give you the basic things necessary for you to mature as a
Christian.  God not only wants us to have eternal life, to know Jesus as our Savior and go to
Heaven, but He wants to guide us through life.

DEFINITION OF A DISCIPLE

A disciple is one who learns the teachings of another, and puts them into practic.
What does Jn 8:12 infer that Jesus wants us to do?

           Follow Him!         

           "Follows" can be translated "to become" or "be His disciple."   Commitment is involved.
Not only is the disciple to be committed to the teacher, 

but what commitment does Jesus make to His followers?
           That they shall not walk (operate) in darkness (ignorance), but live in understanding.   

It is the Spirit of God who is to be our Teacher and Guide,
and He also works through human teachers and materials, 1Co 2:13; Jn 16:13; Eph 4:11-15.

What was Jesus called in Lu 8:45?     
           Master!

     A disciple is "influenced" by his "master" or teacher.  A disciple is in close association with their
  teacher, and imitates the actions and behavior of their teacher.  It is the characteristic traits of
  Jesus that God (Phil 2:13) wants to incorporate within us (Rom 8:29).  God doesn't just want us to
  imitate Christ, but to be like Christ in character.  Jesus wants us to daily follow Him, and see Him
  as our Lord, Jn 13:13; Rom 10:9.

By what three things did early believers prove that they were Christ's disciples?
           1.  Continuance in His Word/obedience.  Mt 4:4
           2.  By loving one another/Christians.  Jn 13:35
           3.  By bearing much fruit.  Pr 11:30; Ga 5:22,23; Eph 2:10; Tit 3:8

THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES



Some have said:
"I don't want to live my life by some book,

especially a book written by imperfect men that contradict themselves."
How would you respond to that?

It is God's perfect book (Ps 19:7; Re 22:6).  He is it's Author and Sustainer, Ps 12:6,7.
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What can we conclude from 2Pe 1:20,21 on the matter?
           The words of the Bible were not produced by man, but God.

What has God given us to be the final authority?  2Ti 3:16,17
           His written Word, the Bible.

How can we have confidence that we really have what God wanted us to have, with all of the
different translations and versions we have today?  Ps 12:6,7; 18:30; 33:11; Lk 16:17; Ps 119:89

           He said He would preserve His Word.

What do Ps 119:89,152,160; Isa 40:8; Mk 13:31; and 1Pe 1:23 tell us about the concept that God's
Word has been changed?

           God says it will last forever.

     With all the different religions, and all the different kinds of Christian churches, who is to say
who is right or wrong?  For every church, and every person in that church, occasionally a verse
might be interpreted differently.  How do we know who is correct.  Again, the final authority on the
matter is God's Word.  In a far more lesser sense, you yourself are to say who is right, and who is
wrong.  God doesn't make you the "final" authority, but He has given you His written Word to know
what is right and wrong.  You are then responsible to live your life accordingly, and you will give
your own account to God of how you lived your life, Rom 14:12.  Therfore you need to get to know
His Word in order to follow its guidance of discernment, to know what is right and wrong.

How should we prepare ourselves to recognize false teaching?
           By learning well the true teaching that is in God's Word.
     
     The story has often been told that people training to work in the U.S. Treasury Department
are  trained to recognize what is real money, rather than what is counterfeit money.  There could be
a hundred different kinds of counterfeit $20 bills.  Instead of studying all of those, they simpy study
the real thing.  When they see anything that is different from the real thing, they know it is
counterfeit.  The same is true in the spiritual realm.  Instead of closely studying all the false
religions and ideas of man, we should study God's Word.  When we come across anything that is



contrary to God's Word, we know it is not to be followed.  2Ti 2:15 "Be diligent to present yourself
approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth."  See 2Jn 7-10.

In Ecc 12:13,14 what phrase would include our motives for our actions?
           "with every secret thing"    See also Ro 2:16.
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THE THEME OF THE BIBLE IS JESUS CHRIST

The Bible is the story of Jesus.  Some have said "History is His story."
Both of these statements are true!

In Lu 24:25-27 who did Jesus say all the prophets, beginning with Moses
(the writer of the first five books of the Bible), in all the Scriptures spoke of?

           Himself!

Through direct reference, or through "type" Christ is seen in every book of the Bible.
( A "type" is a divinely appointed illustration of some scriptural truth.)

                   In Genesis He is the Creator and Seed of the woman, 1:1; 3:15.
                   In Exodus He is the Lamb of God for sinners slain, Chpt 12.
                   In Leviticus He is our High Priest.  Entire book.    Etc., etc.

                   In Hebrews 10:5-7 the Son of God is speaking to the Father.
                   He says "in the volume of the book it is written of me."
                   We see the Bible viewed here as one book in which the Son of God is spoken of.

Jesus is the cord that ties all 66 books of the Bible into one story.
History includes the history of man; who lost fellowship with God through sin,
and was offered restoration by trusting in Christ and His work on the cross.

REVIEW QUESTIONS



What would you say the purpose of this study is?
           To grow spiritually as a disciple of Jesus Christ, and in fellowship with other Christians.

How would you define a disciple in general terms,
and then what does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus?

          One who learns from a teacher and follows the pattern they set for them.

          To receive Him as Lord and Savior, to be studying HIs Word to know it and obey it,
                      becoming Christ-like in the process.

What did you learn from this study today?
          ___________________________________________________________________          

Will you be able to use anything in the future from this study?
          ___________________________________________________________________
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SECTION 2

SALVATION

  1.  The "A.B.C.s"
  2.  We Were Made An Eternal Being
  3.  A Place Called Hell
  4.  The Romans Road to Heaven
  5.  A Definition of Death
  6.  How to Be Saved
  7.  Not by Works, Religion, Being Good.
  8.  Assurance of Salvation
  9.  Eternal Security  (Salvation can't be lost)
  11.  A Word About False Teaching
          
       When a person has been a Christian for some time, has read the entire Bible, and has been
in  church for a while, they will have learned a lot of new "religious" terminology.  But for the non, or
new Christian "Christianese" is not always an understandable language.  A person might hear the
phrase "Jesus saves."                What does that Mean?
           That He saves those that trust in Him from going to hell.



     
        When a fireman pulls a baby out of a burning building, we say the fireman "saved" the baby.
           Saved the baby "from" what?     From physically dying.
           Saved the baby "to do" what?    To hopefully live on to have a full, productive life.

        Just as a fireman physically saves a baby from dying (by perishing in a fire), Christ spiritually  
        saves people from spiritual death (by perishing in hell for ever).  The fireman saves the
        baby to be able to live on.  Christ spiritually saves people to begin living spiritually,  
        productively, and eternally.

     1.  The "A.B.C.s"
Someone said "Salvation is as easy as A.B.C."

            "A"   Accept the truth that without Christ you are a doomed sinner.
            "B"   Believe in your heart that Christ died in your place and lives today.
            "C"  Confess you are inviting Christ to be your Savior and Lord.

     To some, the plan of salvation may be simple, but before you can lead a person to Christ, they
must know why they really need Him.  They need to know something about the holiness of God,
the sinfulness of man's nature, and the penalty of sin.  Therefore we want to share the following:

     2.  We Were Made an Eternal Being   Ge 2:7
              From Ge 2:17 we could assume that Adam would have never died if he had never eaten
               of the forbidden tree, Ge 3:3.  The Bible sees man's future only in terms of eternity.
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What two places does most of the world recognize as the only eternal places for human souls?
           Heaven and Hell.
           Man was made to last, to live forever.  He will be eternally damned, or live with God forever.

What must happen to the eternal soul of a person that dies without receiving the Savior?
           To die in this condition dooms one to Hell and the Lake of Fire forever, 2Co 5:8; Lk 16:22.

What does God have in store for everyone else?  Mt 25:46; Ro 5:21
           Eternal life; being blessed with God forever.
    
     3.  A Place Called Hell



            Of course we will want to discuss what determines where an individual wil spend eternity,
            but someone might ask the question: "Isn't hell just an old fashioned figure of speech?"

            In the following verses, what do we learn of hell?  Lk 12:5; 16:23; 2Pe 2:4; Re 20:15
            The lost should fear going there.  It is a place of torment and darkness.

            A lake of fire awaits the spiritually lost.
Why should we think anyone is in danger of going to hell?  Jn 3:16; Re 20:11-15

           The Bible tells us they are, and that Jesus died to give opportunity for their salvation.

If God is a God of love, why would He send anyone to hell?  See Hab 1:12,13.
           An unholy, eternal soul can't dwell with a holy God forever.

            God's highest attribute is not love, or being forgiving, but holiness.
             His holiness demands that justice be served.
                    (1Jn 2:2 "propitiation".  God's wrath is turned away by the satisfaction that justice has been done.)  
             It would not be right for sin to go unpunished.
             If it did, God would not be just, holy, or righteous.

     According to Mt 25:41 who did God make hell for in the first place?
           The devil and the angels that followed him in his rebellion.

How would Heb 9:27 answer the question
"If we are not good enough in this life, don't we get a second chance?

           No!  We die once, and thereafter we will be judged based on how we responded to Christ.
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     4.  The Romans Map to Heaven

Ro 3:23 says what?
           All have sinned.

Have you ever sinned?
           Yes!



What does it mean to come short of something that is required?
           You lack what is needed.  What you can provide is insufficient.

From Ro 3:10 what would you say God requires us to be?
           Righteous.  Absolutely perfect.

In Jn 1:1,14 we see an unusual description of Jesus.
What does verse 14 say the disciples beheld, or saw?

           His glory.

What does Ro 3:23 say we have come short of?
           The glory of God.

According to Ro 6:23 what is the penalty of sin?
           (Spiritual) Death.  (Eternal separation from God)  (God's wrath, Jn 3:36)

     5.  A Definition of Death:
              We could define death in one word, "separation."  Man "has" a body, but "is" a spirit.
              When the two separate, death has occurred.  Not only can we experience physical death,
              but spiritual death.  To experience spiritual death, you experience separation from God.

From Eph 2:1, because of our sins, what is our spiritual condition before receiving Christ?
           Spiritually dead, separated from God, but unlike a dead body, not insensitive to Him.

What does Rom 5:8 tell you?
           God showed His love towards us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

While on the cross, Christ was separated from God the Father for about 3 hours.
(Christ was on the cross for 6 hrs total, but see Mt 27:45.)

This was "a first" for the eternal Son and the eternal Father.
Christ was separated from the Father for us,

so that we would not have to be separated from God forever.
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              In Mt 27:46 Jesus is not asking a question He doesn't know the answer to,
                   but is quoting Psa 22:1, declaring His spiritual death (the separation of the Father
                   from the Son), necessary for the payment of our sins.

According to  2Co 5:21, what does it say Jesus became for us?
           Sin (a sin offering to pay for our sins).   (See Isa 53:10,11.)

                   When this happened, God left Him.  This was a spiritual separation (death).
                   This was before His physical death.  It was not just a physical crucifixion
                    that Jesus suffered for us that paid for our sins, but the shedding of His blood
                    and this spiritual punishment of being separated from the Father.

What does Heb 9:22 say is required for forgiveness?
           The (intentional) shedding (not accidental "spilling") of blood.

Who is punishing Jesus in Isa 53:4,5,10?
           Not the Romans.  Not the Jews, but God.
           This went beyond physical torture on the cross.

From Ro 3:10 we determined that
God requires that we have righteousness to be accepted by Him.

In 2Co 5:21 we see that we have that righteousness if we have Christ!

From Eph 1:6 how does God view the Christian?
           We have a standing position of acceptance "in" Christ.

     6.  How To Be Saved

How do we receive Christ into our lives?  Ro 10:9,10,13; Re 3:20
           First, trust that His death on the cross is totally sufficient to pay for our sins, Isa 53:11.
           Next we must repent of our sins, change our mind and behavior towards sin.  Lk 13:3.
           Then through prayer we must invite Him into our life as Savior and Lord (Boss).

How are we "in" Christ?  1Co 12:12,13; Ga 3:26-28; Ro 6:3; 12:5; 1Co 1:30; 1Jn 3:24
           The H.S. places us in Him, & in His universal body, the church of all believers (Eph 4:15).



PAGE 11

"BAPTIZED" SPIRITUALLY INTO THE SPIRITUAL BODY OF CHRIST"
From Jn 1:12 we can see that we are not physically born into this world as children of God.

What must we do to become a child of God?
           We must receive Christ as Savior and Lord.

What did Jesus tell a religous leader of the Jews in Jn 3:3?
           "You must be born again."  (Spiritually)

     When we invite Jesus into our lives to become our Savior and Lord, the Spirit of God instantly  
           gives birth to us spiritually.  We are born again, not physically this time, but spiritually.

     7.  Not by Religion, Works, Being Good
     

People ask
"Can't you just get to heaven by believing in God, by doing good deeds, and by being good?"

What does Mt 7:21-23 teach us about trusting in religious works to get to Heaven?
           Being and doing good or not going to get people to heaven.

What does "doing the will of my Father" refer to?  Jn 6:29; 5:24 + 13:20
           Putting your trust in Jesus to save you, by receiving Him.

"Believe" means "to rely upon."  (Trust in Christ, not what you do.)
What do we learn from Eph 2:8,9?

           We are saved by faith in Christ's work on the cross, not by our own good works.  
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If we were to offer to God our own goodness and good works to get to Heaven,

how would He view them?  Isa 64:6
           As filthy rags.

             From this study, we see that God requires perfect righteousness, and that we don't have it.



             Without that righteousness we are doomed to hell.
             At the same time God offers to provide the required righteousness for us
                  in the living person of Jesus Christ.
             It is ours if we simply trust, invite, and receive Him as Savior and Lord.

     8.  Assurance of Salvation

According to Jesus and the Word of God, what does a person have who recognizes
themselves as separated from God by their sin,

and puts their trust in Jesus to reconcile them with God?  Jn 5:24
           Everlasting life.

How does 1Jn 5:11-13 describe the person with eternal life?
           We have eternal life now, having the Son of God as our Savior.

     9.  Eternal Security (Salvation can't be lost)

              It is not a matter of us holding on to our salvation by continuing to remain close to God.
              It is a matter of God holding on to us.

How capable is God of keeeping our salvation?
Jn 10:28,29; Col 1:21; 1Pe 5:10; Jd 1,24,25

           He is absolutely and perfectly capable.

     10.  Current Temptation and Sin

              2Co 5:17    We are a new creation.
              Ro 7           We have an old nature, and a new one that war against each other.
              Col 3:5-14  We show these natures like taking off/putting on clothes.

              1Jn 1:7-9                               The way of cleansing
              Ro 7:22-25; 1Co 10:13,14     The way of escape
              Ro 6:11-13                             The way of victory

     11.  A Word About False Teaching



In Ac 20:29-32 Paul warns of the false teachers that will come,
and encourages the believers to stay close to God and His Word.

           "Be diligent to handle correctly, and accurately teach the Word of God."  2Ti 2:15
           "For we are not as many, who corrupt the word of God," 2Co 2:17
           "handling the word of God deceitfully,"  2Co 2:17; 4:2.       Phi 1:16; 2:16; 1Ti 4:16
           In 1Ti 6:3-5 he tells us to withdraw ourselves from such men.
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           There are a few passages that sound like one must be baptized to be saved.
                Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38; 1Pe 3:21
           There are a few passages that sound like one must work for their salvation.
                Phi 2:12; Jas 2:14
           There are a few passages that sound like one can lose their salvation.
                Mt 10:22; He 3:6,14; 6:4-6; 10:38,39; Re 2:26
                   
                   None of these are true.  It would take too long to write about these passages here, but
consult a commentary, a knowledgeable Christian, or your pastor to help you with the wording and
the proper context to interpret these verses correctly.

SECTION 3
THE NATURE OF GOD

1.  Defining God
2.  Unity & Trinity (plus diagram)
3.  The Trinity in the OT
4.  The Trinity in the NT
5.  Christ's Godly Attributes
6.  The Holy Spirit is a Person

1.  Defining God
              In your mind, what makes God, God?

              God is unique in that there is no other person that claims the following attributes.
     Eternal:           God has always been, will always be in existence, from eternity past to eternity future.  Ps 90:2



     Omnipresent:  God is everywhere at once, though not in everything.

     Omniscient:      God knows and understands everything.  Ps 147:4,5

     Omnipotent:    God is all-powerful.  He can do anything that doesn't conflict with righteousness.  Re 1:8

     Omnificent:     God can create something out of nothing.  Ge 1:1

     Immutable:     God never changes in His inner essence and character.  Mal 3:6

    As we continue this study of God, it will be helpful to have the above definition of God in mind.

2.  Unity and Trinty
       
              There are examples of other kinds of trinities besides God.
                             Man:    has a body, soul, and spirit.
                           Water:    exists in three forms, solid, liquid, and gas.
                              Egg:    the shell, white, and yolk.

              But due to the uniqueness of God, there is no other trinity to fairly compare His nature to.
              Unity:  The divine nature (essence) is undivided & indivsible.  God does not consist of
                              parts nor can He be divided into parts.   (Man only does this on paper to study God.)
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The Trinity: 3 eternal Persons in 1 divine essence,
Father, Son, Holy Spirit.

One God, a tri-personality God.  Tri-unity.
God is a Trinity in unity,

neither mixing the persons,
or removing any aspect of deity from any of the Three.

1+1+1 in math = 3

1+1+1 in Theology =1

    



3.  The Trinity in the O.T.
            

"Elohim" is the plural, Hebrew word for "gods", Ge 1:1,26; 3:22; 11:7.
What English, plural words are used for God in these verses?

           "Us" and "Our".
(This word is used also in Ge 20:13; 48:15,16; Isa 6:8)

What do the following suggest re: a multi-personality God?
                                                  Jehovah has a Son:     Isa 9:6; Ps 2:7
                                                  Trisagia:                       Isa 6:3 "Holy, Holy, Holy"
                                                  3-Fold Benediction:      Nu 6:24-26
           That the one God exists as a Trinity of Persons.

Theophanies:  Pre-incarnate appearances of God the Son, either in angelic, or human form.
                            Ge 12:7    Giving land to Abram's seed.
                            Ge 17       Repeating Abrahamic Covenant.
                            Ge 18       With two angels before Abram.
                            Ge 32:24  Wrestling with Jacob.
                            Jdg 13      Announcing pregnancy to Samson's parents.  (Manoah)
                            Dan 3:25  With three men in the fiery furnace.
                            Dan 10:5  Daniel's final vision, Chpts 10-12.

How could the above help the people involved understand God, and us understand the Trinty?
           God becomes "like" man so that we can relate to One "like" ourselves.
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4.  The Trinity in the NT

                                               Baptism of Jesus               Mt 3:16,17
                                               Baptism formula                 Mt 28:19



                                               Jesus, Father, Comforter   Jn 14:16
                                               Apostolic benediction         2Co 13:14
                                               Trisagia: Holy, Holy, Holy         Isa 6:3; Re 4:8

Diversity of Work

                                        1Co 12:4-6  Spirit,     Lord,     God
                                                  1Pe 1:2       Father,   Spirit,   Jesus
                                                  1Pe 3:18     Christ,    God,     Spirit

From what we just covered, how would you relate the deity of Jesus to the Trinity?
           Jesus is the 2nd Person of the Trinity of God.

5.  Christ's Godly Attributes

                               Eternal:            Jn 1:1; Is 9:6; Mic 5:2
                               Omnipresent:  Mt 18:20; 28:20; Jn 3:13; Eph 1:23; 4:10
                               Omniscient:     Jn 16:30; 21:17; Col 2:3; 1Jn 3:20
                               Omnipotent:    Mt 28:18; He 1:3; Re 1:8
                               Immutable:      He 1:2; 13:8

If God is the only One that possesses the above qualities,
and Christ possessed them, what does that tell you about Christ?

           He is God!

More proof:     

                                 (Creator)  Omnificent Jn 1:3; Col 1:16; Eph 3:9
                                 Jesus is called "God" 9 times in the NT
                                  Jn 1:1,18 (only begotten God); 20:28; Ro 9:5; 1Ti 3:16; Tit 2:13; He 1:8; 2Pe 1:1; 1Jn 5:20

                                  Greater than temple, Jonah, Solomon, Mt 12:6,41,42
                                  Lord of the Sabbath, Mt 12:8

How can we say that Jesus is God?
           He has all the characteristics that make up the description and definition of God.  



PAGE 16

6.  The Holy Spirit is a Person
          (Personally having 1. intelligence, 2. emotions, 3. volition/will)

In what ways would you think the Holy Spirit is different than just a force from God?
           He has intelligence, emotions, and a will.

     Consider the following:

           1.  Masculine pronoun:  "He".  Jn 14:16,17; 1Co 12:11
           2.  Name "Paracletos":  (Comforter) not abstract.  Jn 14:16
           3.  Named in connection with other persons:  Mt 28:19; 2Co 13:14
           4.  Performs acts of personality:
                                                              Ro 8:11         Raises the dead
                                                              Ro 8:26         Intercedes in prayer
                                                              Ac 8:29         Gave Philip verbal command
                                                             1Co 12:8-11   Gave gifts
           5.  Affected as a person:
                                                              Mt 12:31        Blasphemed
                                                              Ac 5:3            Lied to by Ananias
                                                              Ac 5:9            Tested by Sapphira
                                                              Eph 4:30        Grieved
                                                              1Th 5:19        Quenched

What impresses you most that the Holy Spirit is a person?
           _________________________________________________________________
           _________________________________________________________________

SECTION 4
BIBLE STUDY METHODS   (Devotions)

   1.  Journal
   2.  Chapter a Day
   3.  Four Chapters a Day
   4.  Master One Book of the Bible At A Time



   5.  Prayer Reading
   6.  Things to Look For:
             Sin, promises, commands, instructions, warnings, applications.
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7.  Questions to Ask:
       Who's talking?                               (God, Satan, man, unsaved man)
       Who are they talking to?                (Saved, unsaved, Jew, Church, Gentile)
       What are they talking about?         (How to be saved, how to live after saved)
       What age are they talking about?  (Law, Grace, Millennum)

8.  Devotional Guides
       There are a variety of ways to study the Bible.  You can stick with a favorite, or at different
times use different ones, or use a combination of methods at the same time.  Here are a few.       
With each method you should begin with prayer, asking God to speak to you through His Word, and
teach you as you go.  Psa 119:18

         1.  Journal
    
                    In your study of the Bible, and as a record of your own Christian growth, it is
               recommended that you keep a journal (paper or digital).  In this journal you can keep tract
               of how often you spend time in the Bible with God, what you are reading, learning, and
               questions you may have.  A list of prayer requests, with a place for their eventual
               answers, could be kept as well.  In time you will be able to look back at this journal and
               see how you have grown.

In what way can you see that keeping a journal would be beneficial to you?
           It would show my progress, and help me to remember what I learn.

         2.  Chapter A Day

                    This method is to get you started with an attainable goal.  Don't be legalistic with this.  
               Don't strain to get to the end of the chapter, just to get it over with, and miss something
               God has for you to meditate on in the early verses.  Better to get something from God,
               and not get through the chapter, than to get through the chapter, and not get anything



               from God.

Why would we recommend a new Christian start with the Book of John?
           It helps them get to know the "Jesus" they have just received.

Why would Romans be a good book to follow up John?
           It gives all the major doctrines we are to live by today.

                    Now having gained a better understanding of who Jesus is through John, and having
               covered most of the Biblical doctrines in Romans, the history of the church could be
               learned through the Book of Acts, and lessons in practical Christian living can be gained
               from the rest of the NT letters.  Finish up the NT by reading the other three Gospels, and
               the Book of Revelation.  Next comes a study of the Old Testament.

         3.  Four Chapters A Day

                    For people that have already read the Bible through, and are familiar with it, there is
              a "four chapter a day" method.  You start with Genesis, Ezra, Matthew, and Acts.  Begin
              reading a chapter a day from each of those starting points, four chapters a day in total,
              and you can then read the Bible through in a year, the OT once, and the NT and the
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               Psalms twice.  In this method, you are not limited to being in just one part of the Bible at
               a time.  You are more spread out, and sometimes what you are reading about in the Old
               Testament is also being talked about in what you are reading in the New Testament.  We
               have a chart for this method where you mark a box each day for each chapter you read.
               You can find this chart near the end of this manual.

         4.  Master One book At A Time.

                    We may read through the entire Bible over and over, but because it takes so long to
               get through it once, we forget much of what was in a particular book by the time we are
               through.  With the "mastery" method, one reads a book of the Bible over and over until
               they are very familiar with its lessons and contents.  Many of the books of the Bible take



               less than 30 minutes to read.  Chose one of these books and read it each day for a
               month, taking a few notes each day.  At the end of the month you will have "mastered" it,
              and can move on to another book.  Some can be mastered in less time.

         5.  Prayer Reading

                    This is an "interactive" method with God.  As you begin reading, look for things to stop
               and pray about.  When you finish the short prayer, read some more till you have
               something to respond again to.  Try to imagine it as having a two-way conversation with
               God, where God is speaking to you as you read, and you are speaking to Him as you
               pray.  When you have "mastered" this method of Bible study, you will be able to respond
               in prayer to God to every verse in the Bible, no matter how obscure (2Ti 3:16).  Stop and
               try this right now.

What is your first impression of this method?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

         6.  Things To Look For
Sin:  Is there a sin to avoid, or confess?

              Ga 5:19-21    Yes.  There are 17 of them, starting with adultery.

Promises:  Is there a promise to claim, or memorize?
              Phi 4:13          I can do all things throught Christ Who strenthens me.

Commands:  Is there a command to obey?
              Eph 5:18        Yes, two.  Be not drunk with wine.  Be filled with the Spirit.

Instructions:  Is there an instruction to follow?
              Ga 6:10          Do good to all men, especially Christians.
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Warnings:  Is there a warning to heed?
              Mt 24:4           That no man deceive me.



Praise:  Is there something to praise God for?
              Eph 1:3          He has blessed us with all spiritual blessings.

Applications:  How can I apply this to my actual life?
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

         7.  Questions To Ask:

Who's Talking?  (God, Satan, Christian, unsaved)
If the devil or an unsaved man is talking, what do we have to be careful about?

                     What they may be saying may not be right.

Who are they talking to?  (Saved, unsaved, Jew, Church, Gentile)
Why would this question be important?

                     One, to rightly understand it.  Two, it may, or may not apply to you.

What are they talking about?  (How to be saved.  How to live after saved.)
Why would it make a difference?

                    You don't want to confuse which requires works.  Phi 2:12

What age are they talking about?  (Law, Grace, Tribulation, Millennium)
Why would this make a difference?  2Ti 2:15

                    It may not apply to the Age of Grace we now live in.  Ps 51:11; Mt 10:22; Heb 13:5

What other questions might one ask to help understand a passage?
                     How could I teach this to someone else (2Ti 2:2)?

         8.  Devotional Guides
                            These are little booklets that guide you in what to read each day.  The best I have
                     ever seen is "Our Daily Bread", put out by Radio Bible Class, Grand Rapids, Michigan
                     49555-0001.  For each day of the month it gives a passage to read, a related story, a
                     poem, a wise saying, and chapters to read through the Bible in a year.
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HOW TO GET A GRIP ON GOD'S WORD

   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 5
PRAYER

(Authority, directed to Who, what about, promises, books on, learn by experience.)

What gives us any right to pray to God?  He 4:14-16; 10:19-23
           His Word invites us to because the Christian's sin is covered by Jesus' blood.

If God already know everything, why should we have to pray to Him?
           He wants us to learn to contribute to having a personal conversation with Him.

According to Phi 4:6, how much should we take to God in prayer?
           Everything.  Responding in prayer to reading God's Word is like spiritual breathing.
                               In reading, we inhale.   In prayer, we exhale.
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What two things should we learn from Lk 18:1-8?
           We should always pray (don't give up on prayer).  Be persistent in prayer.

How does Mt 7:7,8 back these up?
           We are to "keep" asking, seeking, and knocking.

How would you describe a person that lived according to 1Th 5:17?
           Prayer is a part of their daily life.  They never give up on the habitual practice of prayer.

What can we say about authority and purpose from Jn 14:13,14?
           The purpose of our prayer should be to ultimately glorify God, and when prayed in Christ's
              authority, for God's glory, it will be answered.

Many people spend a lot of time on the phone today.  
God's number is Jer 33:3.

What does God say He will do if you call Him?
           Answer, and show me great and mighty things.

In Eph 3:20 what does God say He can do if we pray?
           Much more than we are able to imagine.

What else would God have us do in addition to prayer?  2Ch 7:14
            Humble ourselves, seek His face, and turn from our wicked ways.

If we do these things what does God say He will do?
           Hear from Heaven, forgive our sins, and heal our land.

What three things can we learn about prayer from Ro 8:26?
           God is willing to help us.  We don't always know what to pray for.  
           The Holy Spirit intercedes for us.

It has been said that we pray to the Father, in the authority of the Son, with the help of the Spirit.
What will give us confidence that God will answer our prayers?  Jn 15:7; 1Jn 5:14

           Abiding in Christ, asking according to His will, and asking what He wants to answer.



Why wouldn't God answer our prayers?  Ps 66:18; Isa 59:1,2; Jas 4:2,3; 1Pe 5:7
           Not abiding, not His timing, not His will, having sin in our lives, asking selfishly.
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According to the following verses, what should we pray for?
           Ro 10:1           That people (including Israelites) be saved.
           1Ti 2:1-2          All people, and those in authority.
           Mt 9:37-38       For Christian workers to serve Him by reaching the lost.
           Eph 6:19-20    That we may speak the gospel boldly.
           2Th 3:1-2        Freedom for the Word to work, and safety from unbelievers.

What can we learn from Jesus' teaching on prayer in Mt 6:6-13?
           Not to pray to show-off to others.  Not to repeat prayers chant-like.  God knows our needs.
           Put God first before needs and requests.  Pray for God's leading.

What different way to pray do we find in Ac 1:47?
                    Praying in a group.

Who do you find Jesus praying for in Jn 17:20?
                    Me, and they who believe on Him.

What do you find Jesus doing now in Ro 8:34?
                    Making intercession for us.

There are many books on prayer, just as there are many books on swimming.
Much can be learned from books, but this knowledge is to be applied in the water,
or in actual prayer, if one is going to benefit from the purpose of these books.
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SECTION 6
WALKING IN THE SPIRIT



         The Armor of God

                         Before a person goes for a walk they often make sure they are dressed properly.
                         This often happens when they first get up in the morning.  
                         The same goes for walking in the Spirit.

What does God tell us in Ephe 6:11?
                    Put on the whole armor of God to stand against Satan.

Since we are expected to stand against the devil,
where will we get the power and strength?  Eph 6:10

                    From the Lord.

From vv. 14-17 list the pieces of the armor of God, and explain how they are to protect you.
                    1.  The belt of truth is to protect me from lies.
                    2.  The breastplate of righteousness is to protect me from things that are wrong.
                    3.  The boots of the gospel keeps me excited to keep witnessing to the lost the gospel.
                    4.  The shield of faith deflects the attacks of the enemy.
                    5.  The helmet of salvation assures me that I a really, eternally saved.
                    6.  The sword of the Spirit deflects enemy attacks, and attacks God's enemies.

How and what are we to pray for in vv. 18,19?
                    Always pray "in the Spirit" for all Christians to share the gospel.
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         The Walk Described

                    Enoch and Noah walked with God, physically and spiritually, Ge 5:22; 6:9
                    We too are called to walk with God spiritually.

How would you describe the walk in the following verses?
Ac 14:16; Eph 2:1,2; 1Co 3:3; 2Pe 2:10



                    Our natural, sinful, self-willed walk without God.

How would you describe the walk in
Mic 6:8; Ac 9:31; Ro 6:4; 8:1; 2Co 5:7; 6:16; Ga 5:16, 25; Eph 5:2,8; 1Jn 1:7; 2:6.

                    Walking, or operating in the power of the Spirit of God.

        The word "baptism" means "to immerse, submerge, or dip" (as a cloth in dye).

      There is one baptism of the Holy Spirit that takes place the moment of salvation.
        This should occur before a Christian is baptized in water.
        It is an issue of our "position" in Chrst, rather than our "practical" Christian living.
        It has nothing to do with receiving supernatural or spiritual power.
        What we do receive is recognition from God.
        In God's eyes, we are no longer seen as separated from Him.
        We have been placed into the family and body of believers in Christ.  Ro 6:3-5; Col 2:12.

         The Filling of the Spirit

         Regarding our practical living as a Christian, there should be daily "fillings" of the H.S.
         This means we yield control of our lives to Him to be able to work in us.  
         This may or may not involve "impressive" power that is easily noticable.
         It does allow us to walk and live in a way that God can use us and is pleasing to Him.

What is one purpose of being filled with the Holy Spirit?  Ac 4:31
                    To speak the Word of God with boldness.

In Ac 13:2-4 what other purpose do we see in being filled?
                    Discerning God's will and direction.  Pr 3:5,6   Also see Ga 5:16,25.

In yielding to the Holy Spirit, what could we expect from Him?  Ro 8:6
                    Peace, purpose, and satisfaction in life.

Ro 8:14-16, 26 teach on what two subjects regarding the Spirit?
                    By H.S. we are spiritually adopted.  He helps us to pray, interceding for us.

What reason does 1Co 2:12 give that God gave us the Spirit?



                    That we might understand the things of God.
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What is the reason found in Eph 1:13,14?
                    He seals us and is God's pledge we will receive an inheritance and new body one day.

What are we told in Eph 4:30, and why would you think we're told this?
                    Not to grieve the H.S.  So we don't displease Him and hurt ourselves spiritually.  

How is 1Th 5:19 different from Eph 4:30?
                    In 1Th we don't do what He wants.  In Eph we do what He doesn't want.

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

SECTION 7
ORDINANCES AND CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Baptism
Communion

Universal and Local Church
Membership

Giving

There are two ordinances: Baptism and Communion.
(Ordinance: something ordained or decreed.)

   Unlike the Catholic Church, which believes there is saving power in their seven sacraments of
"Holy Communion, Penance, Baptism, Confirmation, Ordination, Marriage, and Extreme Unction",
God only gives us two ordinances to observe, and both are memorials, symbolic in nature.

BAPTISM



   The ordinance of Water Baptism is seen in such verses as Mt 3:13-15; 28:19; Jn 4:1,2; Ac
8:12,36-38; 9:18; 10:46-48; 16:15,33; 19:1-5; and 1Pe 3:21.  There is also the subject of "Spirit
Baptism" which is found in Ro 6:3-5, and is what Water Baptism pictures.

The Bible refers to different kinds of baptisms:

             The Jews had a ceremonial baptism.
              A baptism of repentance was exercised by John the Baptist.
             The Holy Spirit performs a spiritual baptism.
             Jesus delivered to us a commission of Water Baptism.  (The church ordinance.)

Since Jesus has always been sinless (2Co 5:21), why would He be baptized in Mt 3:13-17?
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                    It fulfilled righteousness and set His approval and identification with John's ministry.
                    2Co 5:21  Canidates for baptism are the "righteous", not people looking to be saved.
                    We are to be saved and righteous "positionally" before getting bapized in water.
                    Jesus was setting an example for His followers.
                    Made in the "likeness" of sinful flesh (Phi 2:7), He would submit to what we would be
                    called to submit to.

    A leader must be willing to do what they ask of their followers.  Jesus was setting an example, for
those that are declared righteous in Him, to demonstrate in an external way, that they had received
Him into their life as Savior and Lord, and placed their faith in His death, burial, and resurrection as
His work for their salvation.  This involved humble obedience.

Why should a new Christian be baptized?
                    To obey Christ's COMMAND in Mt 28:19 giving testimony of having placed faith
                    in His death, burial, and resurrection, having called upon Him and received Him.

What is required in Ac 10:47 BEFORE baptism?
                    Receiving the Holy Spirit.
                                     (Babies and those unable to comprehend right and wrong and calling on Christ are not to be baptized.)

If you were baptized for some reason (say as a baby) before inviting Christ to be your Savior
and receiving the Holy Spirit, what might you considered doing, according to Ac 19:1-5?



                    Being re-baptized for the right reason, if you have since been truly saved.

By the phrases "went down into" and "came up out of", would you picture water being sprinkled
or poured on the eunuch in Ac 8:36-38?

                    No.   Those could be done without the whole body going into the water.
                    The whole body is to show that it is our entire life that is involved.

How would those modes of baptism be inferior to baptism's purpose?
                    They don't picture/symbolize the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.

What aspect of the procedure testifies to living in a new way?
                    Coming up out of the water (symbolizing a new way of living, under Christ).

Why do you think babies are not mentioned in Ac 8:12?
                    Babies don't repent, trust or receive Christ, and so were not baptized,
                    One is to rightly understand God's purpose for baptism before they are to submit to it.
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COMMUNION (Lord's Supper, Lord's Table)
Mt 26:26-29; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:17-20; 1Co 11:23-26

The "elements" of communion are bread and the cup (wine/grape juice).

How do we see this as only symbolic?  Jn 6:51-63
                    Jesus was giving an object lesson, using the physical to represent the spiritual.

What is the (unleavened) bread symbolic of?  Mt 26:26
                    The body of Jesus, not having a sin nature.  

What is the cup symbolic of?  Mt 26:27,28
                    The blood of Jesus, shed for the payment of our sins.  He 9:22

What is the purpose of communion?  1Co 11:26



                    To participate with other believers in a demonstration of our remembering
                                                  the purpose of our Lord's death.

CHURCH

Who is the head of the church?  Eph 5:23
                    Christ.

How are people added to the church, and who adds them?  Ac 2:47
                    People are added the moment they are saved, and it is the Lord who adds them.

What is the church called in Col 1:18?
                    The body of Christ.

What further description is given in 1Co 12:13 of people being added to the church?
                    We are immersed (baptized) by the Holy Spirit
                       into the body of Christ (The Universal Church), made to drink in one body.

         This aspect of the church we have been discussing, we call "The Universal Church"
        or "The Invisible Church".  It is composed of all true Christians since the time of Christ.

          Another aspect of the church is what we call "The Local Church" or "Visible Church".
          They can be either "denominational" (Baptist, Lutheran, Catholic, Methodist, etc., etc.),
          or "non-denominational" (not bound to a group of churches with the same name).
          The local church meets together in a local area for group worship, preaching, teaching,
          fellowship, ministering, giving, and observing the two ordinances.   Whether at these
          assemblies, or living their lives in-between assembly times, Christians are to represent
          Christ in their communites through evangelism outreach, good works, and honorable living.
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    There is only one universal church, but thousands of local churches.   Whether these churches
are founded upon the authority of the Bible, or go by other things that men have chosen to follow as
authority, will determine what kind of church it is, and whether God approves of it or not.  The



church is made up of imperfect people (leaders included) all having their own varying
personalities.  The building they may meet in is not really "the church", but a church building.    The
Bible doesn't direct the local churches in how to name their local church.   They are free to choose
their own names.

How did some of the local churches in the Bible pick their names?
Ac 8:1; 13:1; 20:28; 1Co 1:2; Col 4:16; 1Th 1:1; 1Ti 3:15; Re 2:1

                    Calling it after the name of the city or its residents, or after God Himself.

     Local churches in the U.S.A. usually are incorporated under the laws of the states they are in.
To do so they must submit a copy of the church's "Constitution and By-Laws".  This is a booklet that
describes what that church believes in, how they operate, and will be used by a judge in a court of
law if the church gets called into court.  Reading this booklet is a good way to get to know
something about a local church, and can determine if it is a church you want to be involved with.

THE ROLE OF "GIVING" IN THE CHURCH

      The ancient nation of Israel was required by God to pay tithes and give other offerings.
        Though God expects Christians to give to the local church, it is not by a set amount.

How does God tell us to give in 2Co 9:7?
                    As you decide in your heart, cheerfully, and what amount you want to give.

What are the principles taught in 2Co 8:9; 9:6-8?
                    We reap what we sow.  Don't always get money back in return for giving money.
                     Don't give to get.  (That's a selfish motive.)  Give for the good of God and for
                     the good of others.

How does God view our handling of money from Lk 16:10,11; 19:11-27?
                    As His stewards, 1Pe 4:10.  We enter and leave life penniless, just stewards
                     in-between.

What should be given to the Lord before money?  2Co 8:5
                    We should give our total being over to Him.

How would 1Co 6:19,20 impact this?
                    Everything we have belongs to God, including ourselves.
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Our giving should be in response to need, but also planned, done proportionately, faithfully,
sacrificially, and generously, out of love, not legalistically.

What does the Word say to those that give in this way?  Lk 6:38; Phi 4:19; 2Co 9:8,10,11

                    God will supply all our needs.  God will give in relation to how we give.
________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

SECTION 8
SHARING YOUR FAITH WITH OTHERS

Ministering To Others
Duty of man:   Dt 6:5; Lev 19:18; Mic 6:8; Ecc 12:13,14 (Witnessing, visiting, soulwinning)

Three Steps to Overcoming Fear
Delivering the Plan of Salvation

Follow-up, Producing Other Disciples  2Ti 2:2

          One way of sharing your faith is just by ministering to others.  This can be done in a variety of
ways, and God leads people into ways others have used, as well as new and different way.  The
local church is limited in the ministries it can offer you to get involved in.  Some teach in Sunday
School, AWANA, Home Bible Studies, Discipleship Groups, One on One Discipleship, and Vacation
Bible School.  Music ministries include worship service musicians, choir, chorale, bands, and
special music.  Other avenues of ministry are drama, puppets, Child Evanglism, and other means
of evangelism.  Some serve as elders, trustees, deaconesses, or in other positions or
committees.  Some have taken it upon themselves to provide flowers, to greet visitors, to make
sure the pastor has a cup of water at the pulpit, to provide whatever they see is needed or could be
helpful.

         God has lead others to seek out their own ways to minister outside of the confines of the
church building.  Some minister to their neighborhood, at work, or at school just by talking to the
needy and lonely, having lunches, or making gifts and passing out tracts.  Exercise classes, sports
activities, with a purpose of sharing the Lord have been used.  Visiting the nearest rescue mission,
nursing home, or hospital to provide a religious service or visitation is done by many.  God can use
you according to whatever needs are present.

The Duty of Man



State how each of the following scriptures describes the duty of man.

                    Dt 6:5             We are to love Him with all that we have and are.
                    Lev 19:18       We are to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Mt 22:37-40
                    Mic 6:8           Do justly, love mercy, walk humbly with God.
                    Ecc 12:13,14  Reverence God and keep/obey His commandments.
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Witnessing, Visiting, Soulwinning

         WITNESSING is sharing with someone what you know or have experienced with Christ.

         VISITING:  Some churches have what is called a "Visitation Program".  
                            It is usually meant to be evangelistic in nature, meaning its purpose is to share
                              the gospel and bring people to a "born again" experience of knowing Christ
                              personally.
                            If "witnessing" does not occur on the visit, it remains just "visiting";
                               talking about the weather, the family, even the church, but not sharing the
                               steps of the plan of salvation.

         SOULWINNING goes beyond witnessing.  
                            Many have experienced sharing their faith, and even sharing verses in the Bible
                                that speak of salvation, but they haven't taken the final step.
                            Soulwinning includes inviting someone to pray with you, for them to receive
                                 Christ into their life then and there as Savior and Lord.
                            Remember God is the real soulwinner.  
                            You are just His co-worker and vessel of communication.

Before we get into how to deliver the plan of salvation,
here are "Three Steps to Overcoming Fear".

            1.  Spend time with Jesus.  This means prayer.  Talk to Him about being close to Him,



                    about His promise to be with you and in you.  Talk to Him about your plan to visit,
                    witness, and introduce someone to Him.  Spend as much time as you want here.

            2.  Be yielded to, controlled by, filled with (all synonymous) the Holy Spirit.  How?
                    Have no unconfessed sin in your life, and simply turn over control by asking the
                         Spirit of God to take control of you.

            3.  Acknowledge God's will for you to introduce Him to others, and the authority He
                    gives you to do it.  Mt 28:18-20; Mk 13:34; Col 3:17; 1Ti 4:11; Tit 2:15; 2Co 10:8

Delivering the Plan of Salvation:

There are several ways this can be done.  Here are only a few.
(Review section 2 of this material)

Give Your Testimony and An Invitation.
      Tell in great detail how you came to understand the gospel.  Use memory verses to quote, or
have them turn to, as you share.  Invite them to accept Christ by praying with you.  Have them pray
a prayer after you, or pray on their own.

    Assignment:
Write down your testimony so that you could present it to someone in less than 3 minutes.
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Share "The 4 Spiritual Laws"
      1.  God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.              Jn 3:16
      2.  Sin separates us from God.                                                      Isa 59:1,2; 64:6
      3.  Christ paid the penalty for our sin.                                            Ro 5:8
      4.  To be reconciled to God, we must trust and receive Christ.      Jn 1:12
           Don't forget to explain and stress the need for repentance.    Lk 13:3,5
      __________________________________________________________________

"The Romans Road to Heaven"
      3:10        There is none righteous.



      3:23        All have sinned and come short of God's requirement.
      6:23a      The penalty of sin is death, separation from God.
      5:8          Christ paid our penalty.
      6:23b      God offers us pardon through Jesus.
      10:9-13   There must be belief, trust, a call given to the Lord for salvation.
     __________________________________________________________________

The Wordless Book
(Different colored pages.  Good with children and adults.)

                         Black:   Represents sin.
                         Red:     Represents the blood of Jesus.
                         White:   Represents our sin forgiven when Jesus comes into our life.
                         Gold:    Represents the Heaven that awaits us.
                         Green:  Represents how to grow by reading Bible, prayer, church.
     __________________________________________________________________

     Follow-up, Producing other Disciples   2Ti 2:2

    It is a great thing (and feeling) to lead someone to accept Christ as Savior and Lord.
    But unlesss you have no way of contacting them again, your work is not over.
    When a woman gives birth to a baby, she doesn't usually abandon it.
    She feeds, cares for, and helps it to grow to maturity.
    This is true in the spiritual realm as well.   We call this "Follow-Up".

    We need to learn the four basic things to be spiritually healthy:

    1.  Proper intake of the Word of God.
    2.  How to pray properly.
    3.  How to get spiritual fellowship in a Bible believing church.
    4.  How to serve, and share our faith effectively.
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DISCIPLESHIP

    We have come to the end of this material, but we have not come to the end of our
discipleship.  Remember, discipleship is not just completing a workbook, or gaining information and
knowledge.   It is not just going through a program.  It is living as an example before another
person, passing on to them the character and ministry of Christ, to spiritually mature to a point in
their life where they are able to feed themselves from the Word, walk on their own with Christ, and
reproduce other Christians.  It is bringing one to a place where Christ is no longer just a part of their
life, but He has "become" their life!  
       May God continue to bless you and use you as you add some of the concepts from this
material to your daily life.  May you continue to grow as a disciple of Christ, and may you find
others that you can mentor to also become disciples of Jesus Christ and teach others to pass on
the things you have learned in this material, to the glory of God.
     On the original paper manual I had some paragraphs compacted together.  Because that was causing formatting problems here on this Everweb
program I was hitting the return key at the end of each line.  That however put a little more space between each line, thus lengthening the page.  To
then try to print this page on 8 1/2 x 11 paper would not fit.  Instead of my page numbers being at the top of each page they would then start
appearing in the middle of pages, and eventually would not even give the right page any more.     

                                                By use of the URL for this webpage  and my email address (or your email address)

                  http://www.suncitycommunitychurch.com/discipleship-training.html                          pastormerrill@sbcglobal.net  

one can have a worldwide ministry of helping others with discipleship.    People can read through the material, and if they have questions or
comments they can contact me for answers and additional comments.   I will encourage others to consider sharing in the same way of passing this
webpage on to others around the world and using their own  email address to be available for also answering peoples questions and giving additional
comments.   We would then be following the pattern of 2Ti 2:2, what we have heard, pass on to others to pass on to others still, and on and on to
build up the kingdom and church of our Lord.   We may already know some people around the world to contact, or we can simply look up churches
around the world, locate their email or website contact box and share how to access this material with them.

      Note about Bible versions.   I use the KJV.  Therefore some of my answers may not match the wording exactly found in other versions.  Some
times this isn't important, sometimes it is.   The answer I give on page 4 after the question "What was Jesus called in Lk 8:45?" is "Master."  Some
versions of the Bible use the word "teacher" here.   We could make a lot of important distinctions between someone simply being a "teacher" rather
than a "master."   Jesus is worthy of the title "Master", which is a greater and more signifcant title than "teacher."  Be aware of which version you are
reading when going through this material, and which may be the better rendering.



"Prove all things, hold fast that which is good." 1 Th 5:21
"Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye
may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost." Ro 15:13
"And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others
also."  2 Ti 2:2                              

                                                                     Pastor Greg Merrill

The following can be printed on one page to be used in regular mail , or cut and pasted into an e-mail for you to send out.

Discipleship Training Material
      Free, without any strings, for your benefit, the benefit of others, and to the
glory of God, is this offer of this Discipleship Training Material Material (DTM)
and the opportunity to benefit by it yourself, use it to help disciple others, and or
pass it on to others to use in helping others grow in Christ.   You can even edit it to
your own liking if you wish.  It can be freely accessed by using the following



URL   http://www.suncitycommunitychurch.com/discipleship-
training.html  (Thank God we don't have to memorize this, but can easily access it
by putting it in our "Bookmarks" or "Favorites".)    This Discipleship Training
Material (DTM) is a great tool that the Lord will use to minister to the person that
just wants to go through it by themselves on their own.  An even greater ministry
will be when it is used one-on-one by one person discipling another.  It can be
printed out for use in group studies, used in small groups, or even used by a group
of people all on-line together in the same room or spread across the land or
globe.   The DTM could even be copied on to a PowerPoint program and used in
church sanctuaries, conferences, or with other large audiences.   Those that would
want to put it on YouTube (or on other video media or ways of communication)
are free to do so as well.

    Many in the world may have access to the Internet, yet still can't afford to buy,
or have not found good DTM on the Internet yet.  DTM can be used by people
that haven't "plugged in" to a good church or have no Christian friends or
leadership.   It can be used by husbands and wives, parents and children, as well as
other people that want to grow in their relationship with one another while
growing in the Lord together.  Those that are lonely can use it to grow in their
fellowship with the Lord.  There are oh so many various groups of people in our
world that can benefit by growing to know the Lord through the use of this "help",
as well as becoming better equipped to serve Him.    

    DTM is being given to you freely, as well as to many others around the world
that want to help fulfill Christ's Great Commission in Mt 28:19, "Go ye therefore
and teach all nations (make disciples)…"  Pastors (and their people) that want to
see their churches grow in number and in spiritual growth, who want to see their
people discipled and maturing in Christ, will want to take advantage of this free
and effective resource.    Those involved with certain hospital ministries, prison
ministries, rehab centers, and a vast field of other areas where groups of people
can be reached, can find ways to use this material in these places.  
     
     Seekers, new, individual Christians that want to grow in their faith, people that
have been Christians for a long time and feel they haven't grown as they would
like and now want to take advantage of this opportunity can do so.   Christians that
want to be of service to the Lord can now use this material to help others grow, or
simply pass the URL on to others that may want to help others grow.   With smart



phones and so many occasions where we have time on our hands there is easy
access to this material to better us this time in allowing the Lord to conform us to
what He wants us to be.

     Churches and their various ministries, Christian Education organizations,
Missionaries, Bible study group leaders, Sunday School teachers, Christian
parents, Christians on Christian and other social media websites can share this
URL.   Organizations and individuals with their own websites can set up a link to
access the DMT URL.   Whatever means of communication tools we have access
to should be considered in passing this free material on with regular mail, Email,
Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, and all the rest.   Even those who are not on-line nor
use such technology can still pass it on to those that do.
Use your search engines to locate appropriate people that you can share it with on
line.  For example: search for churches in Austin, Texas.  Find their website and
an email address.  Put that in your "To" box on your email, and then cut and paste
this page your reading here in your "Message" box, and hit send.  Email addresses
abound on-line that you can send this URL to.  This in itself is its own ministry.  
Pr 11:30 says "…and he that winneth souls is wise."   It would be a wise thing to
do in passing this URL on to others, that souls may be won, and Christians mature
to win souls and edify the body of Christ as God has called us to do in Eph
4:12.  It would take less time to send this URL on to someone else one time, than
it takes to read this message.  It can be sent out to others not just once, but as
many times as we find people to sent it to.  Some will be like the sower in Mk
4:14 who sent out the Word.   Some will plant it, others water it, others harvest
it.  Can you join with Paul, Apollos, and the Lord, as recorded in 1Co 3:6?  "I
have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase." in passing this on to
others?  "Come ye after me, and I will make you fishers of men."  Jesus said.  
What an easy way of doing this in sending out this URL.  You might think of the
letters U R L as an acronym standing for   "Unlimited, Religious, Liberty"  or
make up your own acronym to motivate yourself to have a part in this ministry.  I
am sure the Lord will be giving people many other ways in which it can be used
for His glory.

  Though it is a long URL  (http://www.suncitycommunitychurch.com/discipleship-training.html),  it
is easily accessed with "cut and paste", "Favorites", and "Bookmarks.  Those that
receive this message by email can just use "forward" to easily send it on to others.
How people and the world could greatly benefit if it was accessed, passed on, and



used regularly.  Christ has given us the command to take the gospel to the utter
most parts of the world and make disciples.  With such a tool as this, and so easy
to send it free to others and at no cost to us, in such little time, if we truly want to
contribute more to His Great Commission let us take advantage of this wonderful
opportunity.  May eternal blessings and rewards be yours for doing so.

Pastor Greg Merrill

       
Churches can use the following as an insert for their bulletins and other forms of announcements.

E-MAIL DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY

    For those of you that use e-mail, that would like an opportunity to be involved in the "Discipleship
Ministry" that Christ gave us in Mt 28:19, and be able to do it with no formal training, at no personal cost but
giving a little time, with very little effort, without having to leave your home, without having to have anybody
in your home, or having to even personally talk to anybody, or commit to doing it on any particular time
schedule, now you can!  It is simply by using your computer to email a message to churches all over the USA
and around the world, that contains a URL to a church website page that takes people through their own
discipleship.  It is so easy to find the email addresses of churches on the Internet to send these emails.   Just
Google "Churches in (whatever city)."  They will be listed.   Click on "website" posted by their name.   Find
their "contact" and open the email form.   Insert the message you can have ready with "cut and paste" and hit
"Send".   Then go to the next church, and the next, doing the same thing.   It is that easy.   You will find your
computer will automatically make things easier as you proceed, automatically filling in info for you, and
finding churches for you.  Soon you will just click one thing, or type one letter and your computer will fill
things in for you, so that the whole process can be done with about a dozen clicks of your mouse.  In minutes
you can give a number of churches the opportunity to use a tool to disciple people for Christ.   This has been
so interesting and fulfilling for me to be involved with such a great (though easy) work that I would rather
spend hours doing this for Christ than some other past-time.  We trust some of you will be blessed in doing it
as well.    Go to http://www.suncitycommunitychurch.com/discipleship-training.html     The message to cut
and past is identified near the very end of the page.  On this page, churches all over the world are being
invited to do the same thing.   If you need any help please contact [FILL IN AS APPROPRIATE]  to answer
any of your questions.  It is so easy.  This Discipleship Material has been used by God to bring people to
salvation, being baptized, as well as the main purpose of maturing people in the Lord as disciples (including
the head deaconess of a church who didn't know she wasn't really saved).  So if you want to be involved in
this very easy, effective, and worldwide ministry to disciple people for Christ, check out the "Discipleship
Training" web page at the URL given above.  
                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                 Pas. Greg Merrill


